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Mobility in Madison: The 

Cleaner, Smarter Road Ahead



Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

-From Plan to Reality -



Isthmus Freeway 

Plan (1955)



Our situation – morning rush hour

Capacity

3300 vph

Demand

3600 vph

10,000 more jobs = 2100 vph

~ 2 more lanes in each direction???



DE PART ME NT OF

T RANSPORT AT I ON

 - Branded stations and buses

 Goal is 100% electric!

 - Direct routes/fewer stops

 - Frequent, all-day service (every 10-15 

minutes)

 - Transit signal priority

 - Off-board fare payment

 - Bus-only lanes where feasible



How do City residents travel to work?

Source: US Census American Community Survey, 2008-2012



Public Transit Work Trips

(by Census Tract)





Two Transfers

Three buses

1 hour

6:30 am





BRT East-West Routes and Stations



Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

- Signal Priority
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DE PART ME NT OF

T RANSPORT AT I ON

BRT Runningway Options
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Buse s ha ve  a  la ne  to  pa ss stoppe d c a rs.

The re  is e noug h stora g e  for buse s a nd  

rig ht-turning  c a rs.

The  tra ffic  sig na l de te c ts whe n 

buse s a re  pre se nt.

The  bus la ne  g e ts its own g re e n 

sig na l b e fo re  o the r ve hic le s.

BRT Ope ra te s in Mixe d Tra ffic : tra nsit sig na l p rio rity a nd  q ue ue  jump s



DE PART ME NT OF

T RANSPORT AT I ON

BRT Runningway Options

Me dia n de dic a te d BRT la ne s: re mo ve  o ne  la ne  o f tra ffic



DE PART ME NT OF

T RANSPORT AT I ON

BRT Runningway Options

Curbside  de dic a te d BRT la ne s: re mo ve  o ne  la ne  o f tra ffic  o r p a rking
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Pro je c t De ve lo pme nt Pro c e ss



David Trowbridge, AICP
Principal Transportation Planner

Direct: 608-267-1148

dtrowbridge@cityofmadison.com

Questions/Comments?
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